
West Milton Cemetery 
The West Milton Cemetery occupies land once purchased by an Irish 
immigrant Daniel Campbell about 1770.   Campbell became wealthy, and a 
socially well-connected merchant in Schenectady.   He purchased 24,000 
acres in present day Galway and Milton.   He leased Lot 10 of the subdivision 
of Lot 10 of the 14th Allotment of the Kayaderosseras Patent to Ezekiel 
Jennings in 1789 for “the annual rent of ten pounds equal to twenty-five 
dollars.”   
 
The largely Scotch/Irish immigrants who settled in West Milton, organized a 
church, named the Reformed Presbyterian Congregation of Galway, whose 
congregation included settlers from Galway and Broadalbin.   In 1800, they 
built their church just over the Galway town line, along Galway Road.  In 
1840, however, the congregation moved to West Milton near the intersection 
of Galway Road and Paisley Road.   Simon Vedder agreed to sell land in his 
orchard for a new church to be built and to establish a burying ground.   By 
1808, Simon and wife Eve Bradt were operating the West Milton Hotel at 
Speir’s Corners, and also operating a sawmill and grist mill on the nearby 
Glowegee Creek. The Vedder’s sold the land to the trustees of the church in 
1841 for the new church.    In 1847 the congregation changed their name to 
the Presbyterian Church of West Milton.   
 
Residents in the area around Spiers Corners organized the West Milton 
Cemetery Association in 1865.   In 1867 the association purchased the 
cemetery from the church for thirty dollars.   The first recorded burial was 
that of Robert Allison in 1816.  Neither his gravestone nor that of his wife’s 
May, who died in 1861, have been located.  The next burial occurred in 1836 
when forty-four-year-old Robert Spier, a farmer from Galway died.  Today the 
cemetery is a 1.23-acre site which sits on a steep slope overlooking Galway 
Road.  In 2022, the cemetery association consisting of one person, Barbara 
Ostrander, decided to allow the Town of Milton to take possession of the 
Cemetery.  


